Student Covenant:

For the Glory of God and the Good of His people, FBC Youth Ministry seeks to disciple young persons under the Lordship of Jesus and His Holy Word.  Our Model of ministry is characterized by several things that       distinguish it from other ministries.

We are committed to:

 God-centered, Christ-exalting, Bible-saturated Teaching

 The significance of the Bible and the Great Truths of the Faith

 Biblical Worship Structure, which is directed by the Isaiah 6 Model

 Baptist Distinctives - Regenerate Church Membership, Believer’s Baptism by Immersion, Baptist Faith and Message 2000

 Membership that Matters and is kept pure through Redemptive Church Discipline

 Expository Teaching and Preaching

 Discipleship in Evangelism Training and Small Group Ministry

 Passionately Seeking the Lost at School and Across the Street, and Around the World

 Cultivating Family Worship

 Incarnating Ancient Truths in a Contextual Way

We believe:
 The Inerrancy and Sufficiency of Scripture

 The Triunity of God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit)

 The Two-Natures of Christ (Human and Divine)

 The Human Need for Regeneration (Salvation)

 Justification by Faith Alone

 The Substitutionary Atoning Work of Jesus at the Cross

 

Our Vision for Youth Ministry:
We are driven to raise up young men and women who will go out from FBC to win the lost and transform their Church, Community and World for the purposes of Christ and His Glory.

 

We Ask That Our Students Sign On To and Promise that They Will:

Under the Witness of God and Others, uphold the responsibilities of   being a faithful youth member to lead by Christlike example through their behavior and word as they carry out the ministries of FBC Youth.  

Protect the reputation of themselves, their Church and their Lord.

Continue in the Faith, furthering the Kingdom of God, long after they leave FBC Youth Ministry by practicing what they have learned.

 

 

PURPOSE of This Student Policy Handbook  

To provide a clear communication guide as to what our expectations are for everyone involved in the Youth Ministry of First Baptist Church, Booneville, Arkansas.  

 

A Reasonable Objective

In order for any group to function in an organized way, proper guidelines need to be in place.  Youth, Parents, and Leaders should enjoy mutual respect and understanding that results in few discipline issues.  We desire to provide a safe, positive and loving atmosphere for youth and youth leaders to learn the Word and Enjoy God.  The intent of this document is for clarity, not confusion.  Any questions raised, constructive criticisms, or possible additions about any of the following items should be brought to the Youth Minister and/or the Youth Lead Team.

 

Respect: 

Students who choose to participate in First Baptist Church youth activities agree to follow the instructions of their leaders.  If a student has a problem following instructions, his or her parents will be notified as soon as possible and appropriate action will be taken.  

 

“Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established.  The authorities that exist have been established by God.  Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.” (Romans 13:1-2)

 

We Believe In Respect For: 


1. God (It shows that we love Him and belong to Him and is a wit-     
     ness to all around us)


2. Others (Respect the pastor, youth leaders and peers at all times, 
     but especially when they are teaching, leading in worship, or 
     responding to questions)


3. Property (Any property that does not belong to you; Not bringing 
     food/drinks where they’re not supposed to, Damaging    
   
     property, etc.  Take responsibility for your own actions.)


4. Yourself (We are not to harm our body or mind, Don’t let your 
     friends control your life.  You are created in God’s image).

 

 

Worship and Classroom: 

Times of teaching and worship are primary in church life.  Our group will remain a group at all times. Youth are expected to participate in everything that we do as a group. God created time; therefore our time belongs to Him. Youth and other members who come to church in order to learn and grow deserve to study and worship in an atmosphere without hindrance.  Leaders have a responsibility to maintain that atmosphere. 

 

Youth who make study or worship impossible for those around them need to be moved to an alternative study location.  Generally, this will mean spending the remainder of the time with a Youth Leader or adult leader or possibly going home at the parents’ expense.  Before dismissing a student from a class or service, leaders have a responsibility to tell a student that his behavior warrants dismissal.  

 

Students who choose to continue disrupting will be dismissed.  Leaders should inform parents when a dismissal has taken place.  Youth who have been dismissed from a group are welcome at the next meeting, unless extenuating circumstances are involved. At the same time, leaders need to try to discover what is motivating a student to misbehave.  The youth ministry family should seek to meet those needs if possible.  Parents should be informed of all dismissals for the youth’s safety and parental notification. 

 

Cell Phones, Electronics, Drinks and Talking: 

The youth leadership requests that no youth be allowed the use of the cell phone or other electronics (iTouch, iPod, gaming consoles, etc.) for talking, texting, gaming, etc. during teaching and worship without permission given to him or her by a youth leader.  If a Bible is on the cell phone or electronic device, the youth leadership requests that students use an actual Bible so that there will not be any questions or confusion from other students.  Drinks are also not allowed during the worship hour or in the worship facilities.  The reason for this is to ensure an atmosphere of reverence and respect.

 

Speech:  

“Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing.  My brothers, this should not be.”  (James 3:10).  “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”  (Ephesians 4:29) 

These verses reveal to us that what comes out of our mouths has the potential to build someone up or tear someone down.  Therefore, profanity will not be tolerated at any time as well as, any words, phrases or innuendos that have a suggestive meaning behind them.  Words of hate will not be tolerated, only words that are for the edification and building up of people in Christ.

 

Dress Code: 

Realizing that one’s appearance has nothing to do with a person’s worth, we at First Baptist Church wish to glorify God with all we do, including our dress. We also realize that a person’s attire can also become a stumbling block for others in the youth ministry.  Therefore, we need a dress code.  

 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come. It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause one of these to sin. So watch yourselves.” (Luke 17:1-3)  

For the young men in our youth ministry we encourage: no sagging/slack pants, no mid-rift shirts (shirts that don’t cover their abdominal region), muscle shirts (shirts where the arm pits and sides of the body and part of the back is exposed), no gang related dress, no pro-racial or anti-racial clothing, no advertising of businesses that are questionable, no dress where the logo of the company is in a questionable position, and no Speedo/swim team swimming suits.  

 

For the ladies, I want to state that the list maybe longer, but the reason for this is that young men are more subject to visual distractions and temptations.  We don’t wish to create an atmosphere of temptation. Therefore please make every effort to clothe yourself modestly. These guidelines call for: no short shorts (all shorts must be deemed appropriate by the Ministerial Leadership of FBC), no mid-drift shirts or shirts that expose your navel, no plunging necklines, no two-piece/low-cut, French cut swimwear. Appropriate under-garments should be worn at all times.

 

Physical Affection: 

Our goal and heart’s desire is to promote and encourage moral  purity for both leaders and youth.  The youth ministry of First Baptist Church believes this desire for moral purity should be the standard for which all physical interaction is measured.  Interest in showing physical affection toward the opposite sex is considered a normal and healthy part of maturing student relationships.  Our youth ministry also believes that appropriateness should dictate the extent of affection shown at youth group activities.  Holding hands and light hugs are almost always appropriate except during teaching, prayer or corporate worship times.  Any other form of showing affection is not allowed, such as kissing, making out, back rubs, sitting in laps, or sitting on people while they are laying down on a couch, legs crossed over one another while sitting on a couch, etc.  The teacher, youth worker, or youth leader will handle the breaking of these rules on a case-by-case basis.  People who “make-out” on church vehicles, on church-outings, etc. do not  promote moral  purity, and will be sent home.  The youth is centered upon being a group.  Couples are seen as separate from the group.  The leadership of the youth requests that all youth be a part of the group and act uprightly.
 

Location of Youth: 

Church leaders can only be responsible for students who are actually in an area designated for a youth activity.  Parents have no way of knowing that the youth are where they should be, and consequently, whether there is leader supervision.  Therefore, it is the policy of our youth ministry that all youth on church property must be in the actual area where the announced activity is taking place.  The only options open to youth are to be in the designated class or activity area or to leave the church property.  Church leaders only provide supervision at the church for a short period of time after the end of a youth activity.  Parents are responsible for providing transportation and knowing the times when to pick up their child/children unless otherwise stated (i.e. those playing basketball after Wednesday night activities).  The youth minister is responsible for providing the times and locations of the youth activities.

 

Trip Policies:  

The church assumes heavy responsibility when taking students out of town.  Obeying and respecting youth leaders, workers and counselors is essential for the youth group to function.  A serious breakdown in these areas must result in the student returning home to parents or guardian.  Whenever possible, the youth leader will provide transportation home for the student.  If it is not logistically possible, then the parent or guardian of the student will pay for commercial transportation home.  Parents and guardians must agree to support the youth leaders’ decision about sending a youth home, knowing that only those present on the trip can know all the variables.  On all trips, being sent home will be the normal result of breaking curfew, body piercing or permanent tattooing, possessing alcohol, drugs, tobacco products or weapons, intimate affection, stealing, assault, or the possession of pornography.  Any other serious failure to follow trip guidelines will result in a trip home.

In-Town Transportation:  

First Baptist Church provides adult-driven vehicles for every activity away from the church.  Church-provided vehicles must have a seatbelt available and worn by every passenger.  If a student has a reasonable excuse to drive his/her vehicle to a youth activity because they cannot leave with the group (i.e. work, extracurricular activity, etc.) and they have parental permission to do so, their vehicle can be used to meet the youth group at the location.  However, the church is not responsible for the safety of the student driving or the vehicle being driven since First Baptist cannot guarantee the functioning or the ability of the driver and automobile.  Parents must give permission for the student driver to carry another occupant in his/her vehicle on their way to a youth event.  First Baptist Church will uphold the Arkansas State Law that only allows one driver and one rider in a vehicle for teen drivers.
 

Contraband and Vandalism:  

Physical safety of the youth group is a top priority to First Baptist Church.  Therefore no youth may possess a gun, martial arts items, or any other weapon* at any youth group activity.  The presence of a weapon may result in an immediate call to 911 and full cooperation with the authorities who respond.  The youth leader and minister will respond by coordinating a plan with other leaders and the pastor to best protect the safety of the youth present.  Actual confrontation with a student who has a gun will be left to the proper authorities.  Parents of the involved youth will be contacted.

 

If a youth is in possession of a firearm or other weapon, he/she will be asked to surrender the weapon to the youth minister.  If the youth refuses, the local authorities will be contacted.  Upon surrendering his/her weapon, the youth’s parent(s) or guardian(s) will be contacted.  The parent or guardian must personally come and remove the youth.  If the parent refuses to come get his/her child, the local police will be contacted.

 

* Pocket knives are to remain in the pocket at all times.

 

Alcohol, illegal drugs, tobacco products, pornography, firearms, weapons, knives, swords, explosives, etc. are not allowed.  If these or any other specific items are brought to any youth activity, they will be confiscated and given to the pastor.  The items may be given back at the pastor’s discretion after the student has met with their parents, pastor, and youth minister where the youth will have to explain why they need the item(s) back.  Any violation will result in a contact of parents and a parental ride home.

First Baptist Church’s possessions acquired belong to God (all property and grounds) and therefore should be respected and taken care of.  First Baptist Church requires that parents ensure that their youth pays for any vandalism or willful damage to property.

 

Physical Discipline:  

Parents and guardians have not assigned to church leaders the right to physically discipline their son or daughter.  Leaders will only make physical contact with a student in order to prevent greater harm, such as during a fight or an attempt to harm one’s self.  With rare exceptions, no other physical restraint is appropriate.  Any rough horseplay is not allowed, including jumping or standing on/over furniture.

 

Breaking Expectations:  

Youth leadership cannot enforce all of these expectations.  Some of the issues are heart matters between the individual and God.  Youth leadership desires that students be above reproach and walk in the Way of the Lord.  Those rules that can be enforced will be treated with redemptive grace and discipline.  There are consequences to our actions.  When a student or youth leader breaks these policies, he/she hurts themselves as well as the cohesiveness of the youth group.  Youth leadership will take a three strikes approach to most violations.  When a student or youth leader breaks these policies, these steps will be taken:

 

1.  Youth leadership will ask the student to not do what they are doing again and instruct the student to correct their actions.

2.  Youth leadership will speak to the student briefly about the problem and notify the youth minister of the infraction.

3.  Students will be required to meet with the youth minister and the parents/guardians to prayerfully discuss the problem.*
 

* If parents are not able or shows indifference to discuss the issues, the youth minister and leaders reserves the right to dismiss the student from the youth activity until a later date when the student is able to behave appropriately.

 

Youth Who Are Leaders: 

If youth or youth leaders are part of the praise band, speak in front of youth, teach, or have any “public” responsibility, then those youth/youth leaders incur a higher honor, accountability and fidelity.  Not only will they go through the steps mentioned above, but may also have to give a public apology, depending on the seriousness of the infraction; public leaders confess publicly.  The reason for this is to maintain trustworthiness and protect the reputation of First Baptist Church as a whole.

 

If youth, who are leaders, become involved in a serious infraction, such as drug use, premarital sex, etc., then there will be consequences for these actions.  These infractions will be brought to the Youth Lead Team for discussion.  If found that the youth is involved in sin, then the following will be met out: 

 

1. The first violation will be met out by a 90 day probationary period where the youth will step down from their leadership position and work with youth leaders to reinstate their responsibilities through proven faithful submission to authority, spiritual proactive steps toward recovery of their reputation, and observance of fruit produced by the Youth Minister and the Youth Lead Team.  

2.  The second infraction will incur a one year probationary period.  


3.  The third infraction will be a permanent resignation of leadership within youth functions.  

 

This does not mean that they will not be able to attend youth activities; it simply means that they will not be viewed by the youth minister or the youth lead team as a leader within the group.  

 

Redemption of our youth and youth leaders is what we are after.  So, if a third infraction does take place, it will be highly recommended that counseling or help by some other means, such as rehabilitation, takes place to rescue the student from the clutches of addiction to sin.

 

Parents and Teachers:  

First Baptist Church requests that parents and teachers/workers assist in enforcing expectations listed, provide helpful information for youth that would be pertinent to those expectations (such as a student with ADHD), and provide consistency in enforcement of regulations and expectations.  First Baptist Church also asks that parents and teachers treat students with respect by being authoritative rather than authoritarian.  Authoritarian leadership lords over subjects and comes across as adversarial and tyrannical.  Authoritative leadership is loving, redemptive, and grace-filled; it builds up and edifies rather than squeezes and exacerbates youth causing them to lose heart.

 

Communication is key to having a functional youth group.  If teachers are out or need to be absent, First Baptist Church    requests that proper notice is given within 8 hours or more of the activity to co-teachers and workers as well as the youth minister so that responsibilities may be adequately met.

 

It is the parents’ responsibity to “train up a child in the way he/she should go.”  The First Baptist Church ministers’ responsibility is to equip the parent as well as the student through teaching, counseling, edification and encouragement to do the work of the ministry.  Parents are responsible before God for the rearing of their children and the application of obedience to Biblical principles in their youths’ lives.

 

 

 

 

